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Saint Simon the Apostle 
Technology 

Enhancing Learning 

Thanks to a successful Bites for Bytes event last year, St. Simon School was able 

to purchase 240 HP Stream “Royal” blue computers, along with a projection 

screen and a projector for the gym. The new computers allow for each middle 

school student to have an individually assigned computer. The purchases also 

benefited younger grades. “By purchasing these new computers, we were able 

to allocate computer carts so that third, fourth and fifth grades all have a cart 

with 30 computers. We also updated the Media Center lab with newer 

computers,” explains Media Specialist Mrs. Paula Pletcher.  

“These additions, along with more than 140 iPads purchased from previous 

events, allow for teachers and students to use technology to not only complete 

classwork, but also to enhance their learning through research, creative 

thinking and project-based work,” says Mrs. Pletcher. She adds that teacher and 

student input was useful in deciding how technology should be best used. 

While there are enough devices in the building to call the school a 1:1 school, 

St. Simon uses a different strategy rather than assigning each student a device 

to take home. “We try to use different devices to enhance their learning,” Mrs. 

Pletcher says, for instance using iPads for creative video projects and 

computers for more day-to-day work.  

Some may wonder since the students do not take the computers home, how 

they can complete work after school. Mrs. Pletcher explains that St. Simon uses 

Office 365, a cloud-based application that allows students to work at school 

then log in to their account at home, accessing all of their files. The computers 

suffer less wear and tear, breakage and loss this way.  

 “We thought there would be a transition time, but teachers and students 

jumped in to use all the devices by the second day of school!  I am especially 

proud of our teachers who worked hard over the summer to develop 

curriculum for the students that embraces the new technology. By using the 

computers to access Sycamore, email and textbooks and participate in 

interactive activities, we feel students will be better prepared for the rigors and 

tools used in high school,” says Mrs. Pletcher.  

 

http://www.saintsimon.org/


PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
 
Greetings from Saint Simon the Apostle Catholic School. 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 2016-2017 School Year. The teachers and staff join me in our commitment 
to educating the whole child in an environment that reflects the values and traditions of the Catholic Church. We 
strive to foster each student’s spiritual, intellectual, emotional, social, and physical growth. In accordance with each 
student's gifts and abilities, we strive to provide the student with the skills needed to become the next generation of 
Catholic leaders. 
  
Our school has a strong history of academic excellence integrated with the teachings of our Catholic faith. We look 
forward to having your child take part in the many educational opportunities that are offered at our school. Our teachers and staff are here to help all students 
get the most out of their time at Saint Simon, as we live out our vision of: A Catholic Community dedicated to the spiritual and academic development of the 
whole child.  
  
The 2016-2017 school year promises to be an exciting and rewarding time. Our spiritual theme is “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your strength and with all your strength. And love your neighbor as you love yourself.”  Luke 10:27 is Jesus’ response to the question: “Master, 
what should I do to inherit eternal life?”  As a Christian community, our faith is best lived through our works and actions.  
  
This year, we will give special attention to the importance of actions that reflect our faith. Our goal is to help all students understand that our relationship with 
God involves everything we do at Saint Simon, from classroom behaviors to attitudes exhibited when no one is watching. 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Cathlene Darragh 
 

 
Saint Simon 

Fall Festival and 
Pep Rally 

Friendship Retreat and Chalice Making 
Second graders attended a Friendship Retreat to learn about how Jesus is their friend. They created friendship survival kits with goodies inside to help them 
remember how to be a good friend like Jesus to everyone.  Also, the children wrote down three ways God is a friend to them.  At the end, they painted their 
chalices to prepare for First Communion. 

 



 

 

Bienvenidos a Padre Nico!! 
Welcome Father Nico 

 
After a long stretch without an associate Pastor, Saint Simon is 

pleased to welcome Father Nicolas Ajpacaja Tzoc, 35, better known as 
Father Nico.  Saint Simon is Fr. Nico’s first assignment following his 
summer ordination, five years after arriving in the States from 
Guatemala. He is proud to be pursuing his call to serve the Church as a 
missionary to the U.S. 

As the eldest of six children, Fr. Nico was raised in a large 
community and attended a parish of 75,000 people.  Although his 
home parish is much larger than Saint Simon, Fr. Nico says he likes 
that the parishes share the same values of faith and service.  Service 
to others was a priority in Fr. Nico’s family.  He says, “My parents 
always encouraged service to others, so I was inspired to pursue a 
vocation where service plays a key role.  My parents just didn’t think I 
would take it quite that far.” 

Fr. Nico indeed took it pretty far.  When he joined the 
seminary in Guatemala, he expected to be assigned somewhere at 
least in the same culture.  But he learned early on that he and many of 
those in his group would be training for an assignment in another 
culture.  Fr. Nico says, “My course load at the seminary was hard 
enough, but having to learn English on top of that was the hardest 
part.” 

Now that Fr. Nico is getting settled in his new role, he says it’s 
not too overwhelming.  “I like the more personal environment here,” 
he says, adding that he looks forward to meeting the students in the 
classrooms or during the day of service. 

Father Nico says he finds “the sacramental life, my ability to 
celebrate the sacraments” attractive, as well as “serving others, being 
able to be with others in joyful times and in difficult times.”  

“He has a passion for the vocation of lay people in the Church,” 
says Daniel Atkins, Pastor of Holy Family Parish in New Albany, 
Indiana, where Father Nico spent his first year as an archdiocesan 
seminarian.  

His ability to connect with people of different cultures, 
languages and backgrounds was praised by Father Eric Augenstein, 
archdiocesan vocations director. “He is able to move between English 
and Spanish, Anglos and Latino people” in a natural way.  

Father Nico hopes to connect with the youth of the school and 
inspire them to live their faith life joyously, being an example to 
others.  
 
 SCHOOL YEAR THEME 

 

 “Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, with all 

your strength and with all 

your mind, and love your 

neighbor as you love 

yourself” Luke 10:27    

Current 7th 
graders 

collected 
bottle caps 
from the 

entire school 
to create this 

piece of 
artwork. 

 



 

SPOTLIGHT ON  

NEW TEACHERS 

 

Ms. Cindy Taylor - 7
th

 grade English teacher                                                                            
Number of years she has taught: I am reluctant to admit; however, since you've asked, I have taught 

for 37 years!                                                                                

What is your teaching philosophy?  I follow Mary Poppins in that I believe, "A spoonful of sugar 

helps the medicine go down."  I like to think of myself as a user-friendly teacher.  That is not to say that 

my classes are "fun and games," but maintaining a healthy sense of humor makes the class more 

receptive to the lesson.  It also keeps my outlook positive, patient, and productive.                                                                       
Something you may not know about her: I believe the core virtue of a good parent-student-teacher 

relationship is respect.  It is learned, earned, and returned in my classroom.  I am a big one on good 

manners also.  A "please" and "thank you" will go a long way to win my favor--and to build 

respect.  Kindness rules!              

How many years has she lived in the Indy area?  I have lived near Saint Simon for 18 years.       

Family:  In addition to my adored pet family of dogs and cats, I enjoy spending time with my 12-year-

old niece, Claire; 9-year old nephew, Dylan; and my 84-year-old mother, who all live in Michigan, my home state. I have a great 

number of close friends who are like family to me. 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Cindy Cavender - 7th and 8th grade math teacher 

Number of years she has taught:  24 years 
What is your teaching philosophy? I believe we are all smart - we just show it in different ways!  I use 
a variety of teaching strategies for all types of learners.  I believe we are all one big team, and we 
should cheer each other on and help each other through the hard spots.  
Something you may not know about her: I am a Saint Simon alumnus, but I won't say what year I 
graduated! I taught for three years at Saint Simon when it was located on Roy Road.   
How many years has she lived in the Indy area?  I have lived on the east side of Indianapolis my 
entire life.  
Family:  I am married to Mike and have three wonderful children. My son, Sam, is a junior at Notre 
Dame studying Business and Statistics. My middle daughter, Sarah, is a freshman at Purdue studying 
Molecular Biology and Genetics. My youngest daughter, Rachel, is a junior at Bishop Chatard. 

 

Mrs. Jillian Peterson - 2nd grade teacher                                                                                                                          
Number of years she has taught: This is my 10th year teaching.                                                                                           
Teaching philosophy: To teach students content and life skills with a focus on 
Christ.                                               
Something you may not know about her:  I am a vegetarian as well as a yoga 
instructor.  I love to camp and spend time outdoors.                                                                                                                                                                                     
How many years has she lived in the Indy area? I moved to Indianapolis two years ago. 
I first lived in Broad Ripple, and then I moved to Noblesville last year. Before that, I 
lived in northern Indiana.                                                                                                                                                   
Family: I was married this Memorial Day weekend to Casey Peterson. We are excited 
to be expecting our first child in March. 



 
 

 

 

 

Mrs. Holli Joyal  - 7
th

 and 8
th

 

grade science teacher 
Number of years she has taught:  
25 years  

What is your teaching philosophy? 
I believe in teaching for mastery and 

empowering students to advocate and 

empower themselves. They need to know 

how they operate as a learner and keep 

moving forward to make sure they 

succeed.  

Something you may not know 

about her: I am a teacher and a mom. I make mistakes in both 

worlds, but I truly think that in the right environment, it is possible 

for all children to succeed. I feel that is why God called me to be a 
teacher. 

How many years has she lived in the Indy area?  I am new to 

Saint Simon, but have lived in Indiana for the better part of 25 years, 

with a two-year stint in California. I spent 23 of those years teaching 

at The Orchard School, which I am thankful for, because they taught 

me to never stop learning how to teach. 

Family:  My husband is Brian; we are in our 24th year of marriage. 

My son, Sam, is 17 and is a student at Guerin Catholic. My 

daughter, Emma, is almost 13 and attends Noblesville West. 

Mrs. Jenny Burris - 5th grade teacher 
Number of years she has taught: This is my 20th 
year in the Catholic School System with a total of 
22 years as a teacher. 
Teaching philosophy: When you enter my classroom, 
learning is fun, cooperation is expected, and our 
positive attitude and mutual respect are part of 
everything we do and say. 
How many years has she lived in the Indy area? I 
was born in Evansville and grew 
up in that area.  We have lived 
here three years and are still 
adapting to our new home and 
community! 
Something you may not know 
about her: My husband and I 
moved to this area to be closer 
to our grandson following his 
birth. 
Family: I'm married to 
a wonderful husband, Kent.  
 We have a son Clay, married to Ashley, and my 
grandson, Bryce, is 3.    

Mrs. Lorna Stone - kindergarten 
teacher 
Number of years she has taught: This 
is my 16th year of teaching, all in the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis. 
What is your teaching philosophy?  I 
am passionate about early childhood 
education. I have been a preschool 
teacher, kindergarten teacher, and first 
grade teacher. I adore teaching 
kindergarten and guiding young learners in 
their first formal year of school. My goal is 
to mold these young children so they 
become lifelong learners who are eager to grow spiritually and 
academically. If my students love school, then I have done my job. 

Something you may not know about her: I love fostering 
relationships. I strive to create an environment that is safe, warm, loving 
and fun, so children want to learn and grow. 
How many years has she lived in the Indy area? I moved to 
Indiana as 3-year-old, so I consider myself a lifelong Hoosier. I went to 
Carmel Schools and Marian University. I have watched Indianapolis grow 
into a wonderful city. Let's just say I have lived here five decades...plus!  

Family: I was recently married in May of 2016. My husband, Jim, and I 
have blended our family of adult children. I have one daughter, and two 
"bonus" sons, three granddaughters and one grandson. I am blessed! 

Jim Dine – technology teacher  
Number of years he has taught: This is my first full year 

teaching Pre-K - 8. I have taught college level courses for 

approximately 9 years. I have also taught preschool. 

Teaching philosophy: I believe that each child is a unique 

individual who needs a Christ-centered, secure, caring, and 

engaging classroom in which to grow. Student growth can be 

accomplished by providing an environment that is safe, 

encourages risk taking, sees failures as opportunities, and 

encourages the students to share ideas. In addition, I think it is a 

teacher's role to guide by providing access to information instead 

of acting as the primary source of information. This provides the 

students with the opportunity to be creative and develop 

ownership for their own, lifelong education. Teaching provides an 

opportunity for continual learning and 

growth for myself, and I hope to instill 

the same love of learning in my 

students. 

How many years he has lived in the 

Indy area: I have lived in Indiana all 

my life. 

Something you may not know about 

him: I like to make bread. 

Family: I have been married to Susan 

for approximately 12 years. We have 

two daughters who attend St. Simon. 

Allie is in 5th grade, and Abby is in 1st 

The Saint Simon Class of 2016 Attends  
the Following High Schools 

 
Bishop Chatard  (44)  Lawrence Central  (2) 
Cathedral  (25)    Mount Vernon  (2) 
Fishers / HSE  (2)    Scecina  (1) 
Herron  (1) 

 



A MAGICAL MUSICAL 
On November 11th and 12th, St Simon Theater will present Rodgers and Hammerstein’s production of the musical Cinderella.  As 

seventy-seven 4th through 8th graders take the stage, you will be transported in this iconic fairytale to a place where impossible things happen 
and dreams come true!  Performers will delight audiences with all the moments you’ve come to love – the pumpkin, the glass slipper, the 
masked ball, along with some of the most beloved music of Broadway.   

Now in our 5th year of production, St. Simon Theater has continued to grow in student participation!  Our cast this year includes not only 71 5th 
through 8th grade actors, but also a debut club of 4th grade students who received an introductory experience to theater.  The smiles and 
excitement of our newest theater members have been a delight to see as they watch, learn and join in with our veteran actors.   We will be 
saying farewell to 13 wonderful 8th graders this year who have contributed in countless ways to the St. Simon theater program.  We wish them 
the very best as they journey into high school and remind them “It’s Possible” to make your dreams come true, not by magic, but through 
believing in themselves, hard work and dedication.   

The goal of Saint Simon Theatre is to give our students the opportunity to explore the fine arts and use their God-given talents to share music, 
dance, technical skills, and joy with their audiences. In a time when creative arts are quietly disappearing from schools across the country, the 
Saint Simon administration continues to not only support the arts, but also help to grow arts programs in our school each year.  Participation in 
the arts promotes growth in self-confidence, communication skills, empathy and social tolerance.  Student actors learn far more than the songs 
and acting techniques, but how to work together toward a common goal and raise each other up as they develop new skills and make new 
friends.  Our program motto comes from 1 Thessalonians 5:11—“Encourage one another and build each other up.” This scripture verse serves 
as an inspiration for our student actors both during rehearsals and in their interactions throughout school and in the community.  They are 
reminded to be encouraging in their thoughts, words and actions – when building new friendships at rehearsal, in their volunteer service in the 
community, and in their daily activities at school.  

Each year our theater parents go above and beyond in their volunteer efforts to help make the production a tremendous success!  This year our 
dedicated parents joined in the magic by designing and building sets, painting scenery, creating beautiful costumes, making hundreds of props, 
and setting up sound equipment.  In the wings, parents could be heard humming along to some of the most cherished songs of Cinderella!  

We hope you will enthusiastically support of our production of Cinderella  and the Saint Simon Theatre program! Performances are 

Friday November 11th @ 7p.m. and Saturday November 12th @ 2:30 and 7p.m. at Fall Creek Valley Middle School.  We hope to see you in the 
audience!  Witness the magic of Cinderella!  A Lovely Night Awaits You!  

 



 

 

 

 

FALL SEMESTER  

CYO ACTIVITIES 
 

 

CROSS COUNTRY - 8 All-CYO Athletes 

 

CROSS COUNTRY -37 Athletes 

CHESS - 24 Participants in Grades 1-8 
 

 

FOOTBALL - 90 Athletes / 6 Teams 

 

CHEERLEADING - 86 Athletes / 6 Teams 

KICKBALL - 115 Athletes / 9 Teams 
 



 

 

 
We believe we are all called to serve others through Baptism and provide a 
multitude of opportunities for our St. Simon students to share their gifts and 
talents with those in need. Students in Pre-K through eighth grade actively 
participate in a variety of service activities throughout the year. Each grade level 
has a specific charity or service project they support.  For example, Kindergarten 
and first grade students travel quarterly to a local nursing home to provide 
entertainment and companionship.  Second grade students work with the St. 
Gianna Society to shop for Christmas items needed by local families and 
parishioners.  Our third grade students collect pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald 
House, while our fourth grade students design and make a unique Rosary 
and solicit prayer requests for the monthly praying of the Rosary. Fifth grade 
students honor the brave men and women who serve our country by making 
care packages, sending cards and praying for the military. Our sixth, seventh 
and eighth grade students participate in a Day of Service. Students travel in 
teams to local charities and assist with a variety of tasks. Several of the duties 
our middle school students assist with include sorting donated clothing and food 
items, serving food at local shelters, visiting the elderly, and painting and 
cleaning. Our students develop as servant leaders by supporting the needs of 
those in our community. 

 

SAINT SIMON STUDENTS  
SERVING OTHERS 

Top Ten Reasons to 

Become a Royal 

 
Deciding to send your children to Catholic 
School is a monumental decision.  It’s one that 
may impact your child and entire family for up 
to ten years.  There are many options for 
academic institutions, and it’s important to find 
the right one for your child and your family.  At 
Saint Simon the Apostle School, we are 
confident that you will find many unique aspects 
that make it a great fit for your family.  We’ve 
highlighted just a few noteworthy things about 
our school below: 
 

1. Faith-centered, academic institution 

offering rigorous curriculum  

2. Weekly school Mass  

3. Individualized attention to ensure a 

successful academic experience 

4. Outstanding teachers and support 

staff  

5. Wide variety of clubs, sports and 

activities to meet your child’s interests   

6. St. Simon Band and Choir  

7. St. Simon Theater  

8. St. Simon traditions:  
o Camp Learn-A-Lot –First grade  

o Camp Tecumseh – Fourth grade 

o Camp Rancho Framasa –Sixth grade  

o 7th Grade Mass and Reception for 

Fathers 

o 8th Grade Mass and Reception for 

Mothers  

o Living Stations of the Cross – all 

grade levels 

9. Strong sense of faith, family, and 

community  

10. Community service  

 
 
 

Cross Country Team 
collected 332 lbs. of pasta 
and rice and donated it to 

Second Helpings. 

Sixth graders hard at work serving the 
needs of our community at  

Gleaners Food Bank 

Second graders selling 
apples to purchase 

Christmas gifts for families 
in need 


